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A Critical Study on Jalal Al-e-Ahmad’s Social Though

Based on Iran’s Intellectualism Contemporary Periods

By: Hossein Haj Mohammadi (Ph.D candidate of Philosophy of Social
Sciences , Bager-ul-Ulum University) *

Jalal Al-e-Ahmad is one of the contemporary Iranian intellectuals whose
views are as a reference for thinkers and researchers working in different
fields of humanities. This paper tries to explore and criticize his social
thought based on the periods of Iran’s contemporary intellectualism. To get
to this purpose through studying Al-e-Ahmad’s periods of intellectualism
and explaining these periods in his works, a critical evaluation has been
carried out. Al-e-Ahmad’s periods of life as an intellectual consist of: epic
jtragedy and failure periods as the three periods of Al-e-Ahmad’s
intellectualism .Although later on Al-e-Ahmad, unlike his other
contemporary intellectuals who didn’t have religious belongings , joined the
spiritual tradition of Shiism which had started a new civilizational approach
through a revolutionary movement . Publishing two books Qarbzadegi(
westernization) and Dar Khedmat Va Khiyanat-e Roshanfekran(About
Betrayal and Services of Intellectuals)and his tendency towards the religious
concept shows a deep change in Al-e Ahmad’s thoughts in this era which
made him return to his real identity .However some critiques have been
given to social thought of Al-e Ahmad such as: re-reading of religious
tradition benefiting from western criteria ,socialistic justice, evaluation of
Shia clerical system on the basis of modern rationality and believing in faith
instead of Shariah.

Keywords: Al-e Ahmad, Social Though, Contemporary Thought,
Periods of Intellectualism.
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